
Our times are times of crisis: our natural, technological, social and political environment is undergo-
ing massive changes, calling into question whether existent modes of legal regulation can cope with 
the consequences in a sustainable manner. Are traditional ways of law-making and adjudication still 
adequate for a dramatically warming world, for an impeding Anthropocene, for massive demograp-
hic change or for proliferating algorithmic technologies? How is our notion of sovereign states and 
welfare challenged by global competition for state revenue? What responses to these governance 
challenges does legal research provide us with? And how will legal research itself have to change to 
put up with a radically new reality? In the course of the 2019 Open Day of Legal Research, the De-
partment of Law at Gothenburg University invites the public, our partners from industry and authori-
ties and our colleagues from other disciplines and institutions to address these questions. A number 
of distinguished keynote speakers and renowned panellists will facilitate our discussion. 

Early registration is advised, as the number of seats is limited. Register here [https://sunet.artologik.
net/gu/Survey/5264] no later than 14 October 2019.

Legal Governance in Times of Crisis
The 2019 Open Day of Legal Research at Gothenburg University 
24 October 2019 13.30-16.00 hrs 
Venue: Volvo lecture hall, School of Business, Economics and Law, Vasagatan 1, Gothenburg

https://sunet.artologik.net/gu/Survey/5264
https://sunet.artologik.net/gu/Survey/5264


Programme
Plenary 1 (in English)

13.30 Joint welcome by Per Cramér, Dean, School of Business, Economics and Law and Eva-Maria   
 Svensson, Deputy Head of the Department of Law

13.40  Keynote speech by Hans Lindahl

14.10 Questions and Answers 

14.20  Refreshments served outside the session rooms

Session 1: Sverige: rättslig styrning och det sociala kontraktet (in Swedish)

14.40 Chairperson Åsa Gunnarsson introduces the theme

14.50 Pernilla Rendahl

15.00 Erik Björling

15.10 Tormod Otter Johansen

15.20 Discussion

15.40 End of Session

Session 2: The World: Legal Governance and International and European Cooperation 

(in English)

14.40 Chairperson Åsa Romson introduces the theme

14.50 David Langlet

15.00 Matilda Arvidsson

15.10 Erik Lidman

15.20 Discussion

15.40 End of Session

Plenary 2 (in English)

15.40 Panel discussion with Hans Lindahl, Åsa Gunnarsson and Åsa Romson, moderated by Gregor Noll

16.00 End of Session

Relevant publications of researchers affiliated to our Department will be exhibited at a table outside the main 
venue.



Bionotes of keynote speaker, session chairs and speakers:

David Langlet, Professor of Ocean Governance Law at the Department of Law. Research areas include law 
of the sea, environmental law, energy law and EU law. 

Erik Björling, Senior lecturer at the Department of Law. Research areas include general jurisprudence, legal 
theory and civil procedure. 

Erik Lidman, Doctoral student in Private Law at the Department of Law. Research areas include corporate 
law and stock market regulation.

Gregor Noll, Professor of International Law at the Department of Law. Research areas include international 
migration law, human rights law, humanitarian law and the impact of AI on international law.

Hans Lindahl, Professor, Chair of Global Law, Queen Mary University of London, Chair of Law and Philosop-
hy, Tilburg University. His research areas include legal and political philosophy.

Matilda Arvidsson, Postdoctoral researcher at the Department of Law. Research areas include international 
law, legal theory and public law. 

Pernilla Rendahl, Associate Professor of Tax Law, Senior lecturer at the Department of Law. Research areas 
include value added tax law, EU tax law, international tax law, environmental tax law and sustainability in tax 
law.

Tormod Otter Johansen, Researcher in Public Law. Research areas include public law, constitutional law, 
administrative law and legal philosophy. Tormod defended his doctoral thesis ‘Administration as activity: 
Contribution to the general theory of public law’ on 14 June 2019.

Åsa Gunnarsson, Professor of Tax Law at the Faculty of Social Science, Umeå University. Responsible for 
the EU Fair Tax Project, Umeå University. 

Åsa Romson, Doctor of Environmental Law, Expert at IVL Swedish Environmental Research Institute. Former 
Swedish Minister for climate and environment and former Deputy Prime Minister of Sweden.


